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SYNAXIS OF ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST YYNAEIX IQANNOY TOY ITPOAPOMOY

TVvaiig Ayiov Twavvov Mpodpopov kai 1) petévedig tij¢ Ayiag avtod
Xe1pog ei¢ Kwvotavtivovmoin

Ao oAU TaALX £xel KABOPLOTET VX E0PTAJOVE KOTX TTV EMOUEVT UEPA TV Ayiwv
Oeo@aveiwv, T Zvvaén tod [popntov, Ipodpopov kai Bamtiotod Twdvvou, yid Tov
Adyo O0TL a&lwbnke v Bamtioel TOv Incod Xpilotd. ‘0 Tipwog IIpdSpopog vijpée O
"0pBpog Tov v yyelle TOV €pxopo TG Nuépag ToT Kupiov. ‘0 "0pBpog Tov
mponynOnke tijg avatoAfs Tod HAlov tfi¢ Sikatoovvng. "EtoL OV dvopadet Evag Luvog
TV Ogo@aveiwv. «Pwvr) BodVTOG £V Tf] £p1Hw, ETolpdoate TV 050V Kuplou». ‘OpAel
10 otopa ToD Aokntol. '0 Yaplopatikos dvBpwmog oL avadeiydnke «ueilwv év
yevvnTtolig yuvakwvy. ‘0 Aylog Twdavvng 6 Mpodpopog knpUooel TPOSPOUIKA HEGH OTNV
£pnuo to pMvupa tod Evayyeiiov tod Xplotol. Zavabupilel T mpo@nTika Adyla 10T
"Hoalov, 0 EvayyeAiloti¢ Mapkog, Tov Befaiwg dvapépovtal oto peydo épnuit tod
Top&avn. ‘0 Twavvng 6 IipdSpopog knpvooel, ug mevte Bapvonpavteg AéEetg, 0tL B 518aeL apydtepa 6 Incois:
«MeTavoeite, fiyywke yap 1) Bacideia TV o0pavdv». Alyeg a& aplOpo ol Aggels Tou, GAAX Bapleg a& SVvaun
naptupiag. ‘0 &yyedog tiig £éprinov mpoeToludlel Tov £pyxopd 1ol Kuplov kal knplcoel cuVOTITIKA TiG SLA0TATELS
00 AutpwTtikod Tov €pyou. TO TpoSpopikd avto £pyo Tol Twdvvn kabayldletal Kol ETIKUPOVETAL ATIO TOV EV
TpL&S1 Oed 0T yeyovdg tijg Bamticews Tol Kupiov. ‘0 Twdvvng 6 Bamtiotig fTav dvap@ifola pia dokntuc)
@UoLOYVo i, «glxe TO #vSupa aiToD Ao TPIY®V KaphAov Kai {ovnv SeppdTtivv Tept TV 66@UV abToD, 1) 88
Tpo@T avTo v dkpiSeg kal péAL &yprovy. AVTO onpaivel To§ O Twdvvng RTav cuyxpdvews kai TpdSpopog, dAAX kai
vmooxeon SAwv TdV Ayiwv AcknT®dV T xploTiavikiis épripov. Evat moAl xapaktplotikd 6ti 1o Bacikd £pyo Tod
T dvvn ATay Ve &QUTVIOEL TiG GUVELSTOELS TMY AKOVOVT®V TO KN PUYRA TOL Kal 8xt vé BwTeVoel T& adTL& TOUSG.
TO KNPUYUA TOU, KNPUYHA LETAVOLOG, OKOTIEVE TNV OUVELONTOTIOMON Kal éEaydpeuan Tiig évoxiig Toug, TGV
apapTidy Tous. «Kal é€emopevieto PO avtov maoa 1) Tovdaia xwpa kal ol Tepoooivpital, kal éBamtilovto mTAvVTESG
€v T@® TopSavn motapd v avtol é§opoloyovpevol Tag apaptiag avt®dvy». H apaptia, 1 @wvr tod dyyéAov Tijg
¢p1pov, etvar 1) 81 1} @wvn Tiig ExkAnoiag mov BonBdet ToV dvOpw o v dvayvwpicel 6Td Tpdowmo Tod Xplotod
TOV Meooia péoa atnv Eept) kai avudpn €pnpo tod mapdvtog k6opov. 'H EkkAnoia pag kaAel otiv onpepiv) €o0pTi)
V& AKOUOOVULE TNV «@wVT) BOAVTOG €V Tf] £PNHW...» KAl V& TIPOETOLLACOVLE OAoL pag «Tiv 080V Kuplou», yud va
¢EavBnoeLn épnpog mov {oTpe kal Aéyetal clyxpovn kowvwvia Kal 6 kaBévag pag v Bunoel 1o Babltepo kal
TOoALVSVVpO VONUA TNG PE TO «dmeABeiv» GxL o€ TOTO €pno, £§w ToD kOGP, AAAL «ATEABELY €ig Epnpiay TGV
TaB®V Tou». "Opwg, TV NUEpa adTN EopTalovpe Kal TO YEYOVOS Tii¢ HeTagopds atrv KwvotavtivovmoAn Tijg
Tipiag Xepdg tod Aylov Twdvvou tod [podpopov, Tov €yve katd TOv dkéAovBo TpoTo: ‘Otav 6 Evayyeiloig
AOVKAG PETEPN 0TV TTOAN ZePaoTH, 0TIV OTOLX £i)E EvTa@LaoTel TO Tipo Asiavo tod Mpodpdpov, mapélape dmod
TOV Ta@o TNV Se&La Xelpa tod Aylov Twdvvovu kal TNV peté@epe otV Avtidyela. Ala tijg 6e€ig Xelpog tod
[Mpodpoépov yivovtav otv Avtidxela ToAAd Bodpata. Aéyetal pdAloTa OTL KATX TV €0pTT| Tii§ YPwoews ToD
Twiov Ztavpod, 0 Emtiokomog dvOPwve kal v tipla Xelpa. Tv dpa ¢ dvuPdoews GAAOTE EKTEVOTAV KAl
dAAote ouateAddTav. ME TV éktaor] TG SMAwve ev@opla KAPTOV, EvE PE TNV CUGTOAT Tiig SAwve dvéxela kal
@TwYEL. T'id To Adyo avTto ool avtokpdtopes Tod Bulavtiov émBupoliocav va v Tadpovuv Kai, kuplwg, ol
Kwvotavtivos kal Pwpavog ot lopgupoyévvntol. "ETotL Aotmdy, katd v mepiodo mov Sietédecav aTOKPATOPES




avTol ol §v6, kamolog Atdkovog tii¢ 'ExkAnoiag Tdv Avtioxéwv, Tof dvopaldpevog, Eva Bpddv, oL KAt TV
mapadoon ol xplotiavol Etedoboay v dkoAovBia Tod Aylaopod, dpmage Trv Ayia Xeipa 10T Ipodpduov kat v
uetépepe otnv KwvotavtivoumoAn. Ekel 0 @AOYpLoTOG aTOKPATOPAS, APOT TNV AOTIACTNKE UE TTOAL oefacuo,
™V Tomobénoe ot Bacdikd avaktopa. ‘H cUvaén tdv motdv, o€ dvapvnor tol yeyovoTog Tiig peTako s Tijg
Tipiag Xelpag 10U Mpodpodpov oty KwvotavtivouToAn, Etedeito oty meploxt) tod Popakiov (fj Zowpakiov).

Synacxis of the Holy Glorious Prophet, Forerunner and Baptist John

In the Orthodox Church it is customary, on the day following the Great Feasts of the Lord and the Mother of God, to
remember those saints who participated directly in the sacred event. So, on the day following the Theophany of the
Lord, the Church honors the one who participated directly in the Baptism of Christ, placing his own hand upon the
head of the Savior. Saint John, the holy Forerunner and Baptist of the Lord, whom the Lord called the greatest of
the prophets, concludes the history of the Old Testament and opens the era of the New Testament. The holy
Prophet John bore witness to the Only-Begotten Son of God, incarnate in the flesh. Saint John was accounted
worthy to baptize Him in the waters of the Jordan, and he was a witness of the Theophany of the Most Holy Trinity
on the day of the Savior’s Baptism. The holy Prophet John, the son of the Priest Zachariah and Righteous Elizabeth,
was related to the Lord on His mother’s side. The holy Forerunner, John, was born six months before Christ.

The Archangel Gabriel announced his birth in the Temple at Jerusalem, revealing to Zachariah that a son was to be
born to him. Through the prayers offered beforehand, the child was filled with the Holy Spirit. Saint John prepared
himself in the wilds of the desert for his great service by a strict life, by fasting, prayer and sympathy for the fate of
God’s people. At the age of thirty, he came forth preaching repentance. He appeared on the banks of the Jordan, to
prepare the people by his preaching to accept the Savior of the world. In church hymnology, Saint John is called a
“bright morning star,” whose gleaming outshone the brilliance of all the other stars, announcing the coming dawn
of the day of grace, illumined with the light of the spiritual Sun, our Lord Jesus Christ. Having baptized the sinless
Lamb of God, Saint John soon died a martyr’s death, beheaded by the sword on orders of King Herod at the request
of his daughter Salome.

The Transfer of the Right Hand of the holy Forerunner from Antioch to Constantinople (956) and the
Miracle of Saint John the Forerunner against the Hagarenes (Moslems) at Chios:

The body of Saint John the Baptist was buried in the Samaritan city of Sebaste. The holy Evangelist Luke, who went
preaching Christ in various cities and towns, came to Sebaste, where they gave him the right hand of the holy
Prophet John, the very hand with which he had baptized the Savior. The Evangelist Luke took it with him to his
native city of Antioch. When the Moslems seized Antioch centuries later, a deacon named Job brought the holy
hand of the Forerunner from Antioch to Chalcedon. From there, on the eve of the Theophany of the Lord, it was
transferred to Constantinople (956) and kept thereafter. In the year 1200, the Russian pilgrim Dobrynya, who later
became Saint Anthony, Archbishop of Novgorod (February 10), saw the right hand of the Forerunner in the
imperial palace. From the Lives of the Saints we learn that in the year 1263, during the capture of Constantinople
by the Crusaders, the emperor Baldwin gave one bone from the wrist of Saint John the Baptist to Ottonus de
Cichon, who then gave it to a Cistercian abbey in France. The right hand continued to be kept in Constantinople.
And at the end of the fourteenth to the beginning of the fifteenth centuries, the holy relic was seen at
Constantinople in the Peribleptos monastery by the Russian pilgrims Stephen of Novgorod, the deacon Ignatius, the
cantor Alexander and the deacon Zosimus. When Constantinople fell to the Turks in 1453, sacred objects were
gathered up at the the conqueror’s orders and kept under lock in the imperial treasury. In the Lives of the Saints is
clear testimony that in the year 1484 the right hand of the holy Forerunner was given away by the son of the
Moslem sultan Bayazet to the knights of Rhodes to gain their good will, since a dangerous rival for Bayazet, his own
brother, had allied himself with them. A contemporary participant, the vice-chancellor of Rhodes, Wilhelm Gaorsan
Gallo, also speaks of this event. The knights of Rhodes, having established their base on the island of Malta (in the
Mediterranean Sea), then transferred the sacred relic they had received to Malta. When the Russian Tsar Paul |
(1796-1801) became Grand Master of the Maltese Order in honor of the holy Prophet John, the right hand of the
Baptist, part of the Life-Creating Cross and the Philermos Icon (October 12) of the Mother of God (from Mt
Philermos on the island of Rhodes) were transferred in 1799 from the island of Malta to Russia [because of the
Napoleonic threat], to the chapel at Gatchina (October 12). In the same year these sacred items were transferred
into the church dedicated to the Icon of the Savior Not Made by Hands at the Winter Palace. A special service was
composed for this Feast.
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Ayyelikal Suvapuelg £mi To pvijpa cov, kal ot
PLAdooovTeg amevekpwOnoav- kal lotato Mapia év
@ Td@w, (nTodioa To AypavTov cov cHA.
"EokVOAgvoag TOv adnv, un mepacBeig U aTod-
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AvaoTag €k TV vekp v, Kbple §6&a ool

AmoAvTtikiov Tijg Eoprijc.
"Hxog a'.

"Ev Top&dvn Bamntifopévov oov Kipte, 1 tiig Tpradog
£pavepwBn Tpookvvnotg: Tol yap Ievviitopog 1
P WV TPOCEPAPTUPEL 001, AyamnTov o€ Yiov
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Tod lpoSpopov.
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Mvrun Awkaiov péT éykwuiwv, ool 8¢ dpkéoeLn
naptupia o Kupiov MpoSpope- avedelxdng yap
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ATtOAVTIKLOV
KOIMHXIX THXY YIIEPATIAY OEOTOKOY
First Tone

Ev 1 Tevvnoel Tv apBeviav epvAadag, ev )
Kowunoel tov kdopov o0 KatéAimeg Oe0TOKE,
Meteong mpog TV {wnv, PTnp VTIdpyovoa TG (WM,
kal taig mpeofelaig taig oaig Autpoupévn, ek Bavatov
TAG Puyas NUV.

Kovtakiov.
"Hxog 8'. Avtduelov.
"ETe@dvng onpepov i oikoupévn, kat To @O oov
KUple, éonuelwdn €@’ Muag, v EMyvaooel UUVoUvTag
oe. 'HABeg £pdvng TO DdHG TO dmpdoiTov.

Resurrectional Apolytikion.
Mode pl. 2.

When the angelic powers appeared at Your tomb, the
soldiers guarding it feared and became as dead. And
standing by the sepulcher was Mary, who was seeking
Your immaculate body. Unassailed by Hades, You
divested it of spoils. Then You met the Virgin. You
granted life. O Lord, risen from the dead, glory to You!

Apolytikion of the Feast.
Mode 1.

As You were baptized in the Jordan, O Lord, then the
worship of the Trinity became manifest, for the voice
of the Father bore witness to You, naming You the
Beloved Son; and the Spirit, in the form of a dove,
confirmed the certainty of the word. O Christ God,
who appeared and illumined the world, glory to You.

For the Forerunner.
Mode 2.

The memory of the just is observed with hymns of
praise; for you suffices the testimony of the Lord, O
Forerunner. You have proved to be truly more
ven'rable than the Prophets, since you were granted
to baptize in the river the One whom they proclaimed.
Therefore, when for the truth you had contested,
rejoicing, to those in Hades you preached the Gospel,
that God was manifested in the flesh, and takes away
the sin of the world, and grants to us the great mercy.

Apolytikion
Dormition of the Theotokos.
First Tone
In birth, you preserved your virginity; in death, you
did not abandon the world, O Theotokos. As mother
of life, you departed to the source of life, delivering
our souls from death by your intercessions.

Kontakion.
Mode 4. Automelon.
You appeared today to us on earth, O Master, and
Your light was signed on us who cry aloud to You and
say with understanding, O Christ our God: You came
and shone forth, O Light unapproachable.

MNYMOXZYNA MEMORIALS

Anuntplog BouyloukAng 40 pepwv
Avtwviog Mancini 40 Npepwv
Apyvyd Touddng 3 pufveg
BayyeAitoa Ntiva Etrjolo
NwoAaog Iwdvvou 8 eTég

KoVvAa @uummakng 21 etég

Demetrios Vouyiouklis 40 Days
Anthony Mancini 40 Days
Argyro Tsiadis 3 Months
Vaggelitsa Ntina 1 Year
Nikolaos Ioannou 8 Years
Koula Filippakis 21 Years



AITOXTOAIKO ANATNQXMA TODAY’S EPISTLE READING

Mpokeipevov. Hyog Bapuig
WAAMOI 63.11,1
EVv@pavOnoetat dikalog év Kupiw.
Ytix. Elodxovoov, 0 0€dg, Tfic @wvijg pou.
Mpageig ATootéAwy 19:1-8 TO dvayvwopa
Ev Taig fjUepais éxelvaig, £y£veTo 8¢, v Td TOV AToAdm etvat v KopivBw, TTailov SteA0ovTa Té dvwTeptkd uépn
¢ABETV gig "E@ecov- kai eDpaV TIvag padn TS eimev mpog attovs, Ei mvebua dylov éAdBete motevoavteg; Ot 88
gimovN Tpog adTdv, AAX 008EN i Tvebpa &yidv éotiy, ikovoapey. Eimév te mpog adtovs, Eig Tl oV éBamticnts;
01 8¢ elmov, Eig 10 Twdvvou Bamtiopa. Einev 82 MadAog, Twdvvng pév ¢Bdmtioey BamTiopa petavoiag, ¢ Aad
AEywV €ig TOV €pYOpEVOV HET AUTOV va TLIOTEVOWGLY, TODT €0TL, € TOV XploTov Incoidv. Akovoavteg 6&
¢Bamtiodnoav eig To Gvopa Tob kupiov Inood. Kai émiBévtog avtois Tod Mavov Tag xeipag, NABev 6 Tvelpa 1o
dylov £’ avTovg, éAdAovy Te yYAbooalg kal Tpos@nTevov. Hoav 8¢ ol mavteg dvdpeg woel Sekadvo. EloeA@mv 8¢
€l TNV ouvaywynv EmappnolaleTo, £l puijvag Tpeis Stadeyopevos kal melBwv ta mepl Ti§ Baciieiag ToT Beol.

Prokeimenon. Grave Mode
Psalm 63.11,1
The righteous shall rejoice in the Lord.
Verse: Oh God, hear my cry.
The reading is from Acts of the Apostles 19:1-8
In those days, while Apollos was at Corinth, Paul passed through the upper country and came to Ephesus. There he
found some disciples. And he said to them, "Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you believed?" And they said,
"No, we have never even heard that there is a Holy Spirit." And he said, "Into what then were you baptized?" They
said, "Into John's baptism." And Paul said, "John baptized with the baptism of repentance, telling the people to
believe in the one who was to come after him, that is, Jesus." On hearing this, they were baptized in the name of the
Lord Jesus. And when Paul had laid his hands upon them, the Holy Spirit came on them; and they spoke with
tongues and prophesied. There were about twelve of them in all. And he entered the synagogue and for three
months spoke boldly, arguing and pleading about the kingdom of God.

ANAT'NQXMA EYATTEAIOY TODAY’S GOSPEL READING

"Ex To0 Kata Twavvny 1:29-34 Ebayyediov to Avdyvwopa
T@® kap® ékelve, PAemeL 0 Twdving tov 'Incodv spxousvov npog avTov Kal Aéyel: (8g 0 auvog Tol Oeol 0 oupoov
Y apaptiav T00 KOGROV. 0OVTHG £0TLTTEPL OV £y ElTIOV: OTTiOW OV EpYETAL AVIYP OG EUTIPOCHEV oL YEyovey, dTL
TPHTOG LoV NV. KAY® 0UK fEeV avTOV, AAA” (v avepwBTj T® ‘TopanA, Sux tobto n?\eov Eym v T@® VdatL
Bamtilwv. kai épaptipnoev ‘Twdvvng Aéywv 6Tt teBéapal 1o Mvelipa kataBaivov wg meplotepay €5 opavod, Kai
£uewvey ém’ aOTOV. Kéy® oVk 8ey adTOV, AN 6 Téppag pe Bamtilely év V8T, £keTvog pot elmev: @’ dv &v (dng 1O
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HEPAPTUPNKA TL 0UTHG 0TIV 6 VIOG TOD 0.

The Gospel According to John 1:29-34
At that time, John saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, "Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the
world! This is he of whom I said, 'After me comes a man who ranks before me, for he was before me.' I myself did
not know him; but for this I came baptizing with water, that he might be revealed to Israel.” And John bore witness,
"I saw the Spirit descend as a dove from heaven, and it remained on him. I myself did not know him; but he who
sent me to baptize with water said to me, 'He on whom you see the Spirit descend and remain, this is he who
baptizes with the Holy Spirit." And I have seen and have borne witness that this is the Son of God."

MNYMOXYNA MEMORIALS

KYPIAKH,14"IANOYAPIOY SUNDAY, JANUARY 14th
Oeo@avio Mamadnuntpdémoviog 40 uepwv Theofanio Papadimitropoulos 40 Days




