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The Sunday of All Saints

Honouring the friends of God with much reverence, the Prophet-King David says, "But to me, exceedingly
honourable are Thy friends, O Lord" (Ps. 138:16). And the divine Apostle, recounting the achievements of the
Saints, and setting forth their memorial as an example that we might turn away from earthly things and from sin,
and emulate their patience and courage in the struggles for virtue, says, "Wherefore seeing we also are compassed
about with so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every burden, and the sin which doth so easily beset us,
and let us run with patience the race that is set before us" (Heb. 12:1). This commemoration began as the Sunday
(Synaxis) of All Martyrs; to them were added all the ranks of Saints who bore witness (the meaning of "Martyr" in
Greek) to Christ in manifold ways, even if occasion did not require the shedding of their blood. Therefore, guided
by the teaching of the Divine Scriptures and Apostolic Tradition, we the pious honour all the Saints, the friends of
God, for they are keepers of God's commandments, shining examples of virtue, and benefactors of mankind. Of
course, we honour the known Saints especially on their own day of the year, as is evident in the Menologion. But
since many Saints are unknown, and their number has increased with time, and will continue to increase until the
end of time, the Church has appointed that once a year a common commemoration be made of all the Saints. This is
the feast that we celebrate today. It is the harvest of the coming of the Holy Spirit into the world; it is the "much
fruit" brought forth by that "Grain of wheat that fell into the earth and died" (John 12:24); it is the glorification of
the Saints as "the foundation of the Church, the perfection of the Gospel, they who fulfilled in deed the sayings of
the Saviour" (Sunday of All Saints, Doxasticon of Vespers). In this celebration, then, we reverently honour and call
blessed all the Righteous, the Prophets, Apostles, Martyrs, Confessors, Shepherds, Teachers, and Holy Monastics, both
men and women alike, known and unknown, who have been added to the choirs of the Saints and shall be added, from the
time of Adam until the end of the world, who have been perfected in piety and have glorified God by their holy lives. All
these, as well as the orders of the Angels, and especially our most holy Lady and Queen, the Ever-virgin Theotokos Mary,
do we honour today, setting their life before us as an example of virtue, and entreating them to intercede in our behalf
with God, Whose grace and boundless mercy be with us all. Amen.

AmoAvTiKLOV AVAGTEGLHOV. Resurrectional Apolytikion.
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Mode pl. 4.

You descended from on high, O compassionate One, and
condescended to be buried for three days, so that from
the passions You might set us free. Our life and
resurrection, O Lord, glory be to You.

For the Saints.

Mode 4.

Your Church is arrayed in the holy blood of Your Martyrs
who witnessed throughout the world, as though in purple
and fine linen. Through them she cries to You, Christ our
God, "Send down to Your people Your tender love, grant
peace from above to Your commonwealth, and to our
souls Your great mercy."

Apolytikion
Dormition of the Theotokos.
First Tone
In birth, you preserved your virginity; in death, you did
not abandon the world, O Theotokos. As mother of life,
you departed to the source of life, delivering our souls
from death by your intercessions.

Kontakion.
Mode pl. 4. Automelon.
O Planter of creation, Lord, to You does the entire world
bring as an offering the God-bearing martyr Saints, as
being nature's first fruits. At their earnest entreaties,
keep Your Church in a state of profoundest peace,
through the Theotokos, O Lord abundantly merciful.



AITOXTOAIKO ANAI'NQXMA

TODAY’S EPISTLE READING
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Prokeimenon. Mode 4.
Psalm 67.35,26

God is wonderful among his saints.
Verse: Bless God in the congregations.

The reading is from St. Paul's Letter to the Hebrews 11:33-40; 12:1-2

Brethren, all the saints through faith conquered kingdoms, enforced justice, received promises, stopped the
mouths of lions, quenched raging fire, escaped the edge of the sword, won strength out of weakness, became
mighty in war, put foreign armies to flight. Women received their dead by resurrection. Some were tortured,
refusing to accept release, that they might rise again to a better life. Others suffered mocking and scourging, and
even chains and imprisonment. They were stoned, they were sawn in two, they were tempted, they were killed
with the sword; they went about in skins of sheep and goats, destitute, afflicted, ill-treated - of whom the world was
not worthy - wandering over deserts and mountains and in dens and caves of the earth. And all these, though well
attested by their faith, did not receive what was promised, since God had foreseen something better for us, that
apart from us they should not be made perfect. Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of
witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight, and sin which clings so closely, and let us run with perseverance the

race that is set before us, looking to Jesus the pioneer and perfecter of our faith.

MNYMOXZYNA MEMORIALS

IMavayuwtng Macovpidng 3 pufveg Panagiotis Masouridis 3 Months
F'ewpylog Koutoodoving 3 etég George Koutsodontis 3 Years
ToVAa Mdviog 5 eTég Toula Manios 5 Years

MiaAng Mabog 10 etég Michael Matheos 10 Years
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The Gospel According to Matthew 10:32-33; 37-38; 19:27-30

The Lord said to his disciples, "Every one who acknowledges me before men, I also will acknowledge before my
Father who is in heaven; but whoever denies me before men, I also will deny him before my Father who is in
heaven. He who loves father or mother more than me is not worthy of me; and he who loves son or daughter more
than me is not worthy of me; and he who does not take his cross and follow me is not worthy of me." Then Peter
said in reply, "Lo, we have left everything and followed you. What then shall we have?" Jesus said to them, "Truly, I
say to you, in the new world, when the Son of man shall sit on his glorious throne, you who have followed me will
also sit on twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel. And every one who has left houses or brothers or
sisters or father or mother or children or lands, for my name's sake, will receive a hundredfold, and inherit eternal
life. But many that are first will be last, and the last first."

BAIITIZEIX BAPTISMS

XABBATO, 171 I0OYNIOY SATURDAY, JUNE 17t

Képn tovu kuplov kat kuplag Jimmy Daley. Daughter of Mr. & Mrs. Jimmy Daley.

Kovumapou: MiydAng kat Eiprjvn Zoppag. Godparents: Michael & Eirini Sorras.

KYPIAKH, 18110YNIOY SUNDAY, JUNE 18tk

['log Tov kuplov kat kupiag HAla Kdpng. Son of Mr. & Mrs. Elias Karis.

Kovumdapout: Iwavvng kat EAevBepia Kepméing. Godparents: John & Eleftheria Kerpelis.
MNYMOXZYNA MEMORIALS

KYPIAKH, 18n IOYNIOY SUNDAY, JUNE 18th

Oeobdwpa Clear 9 pnveg Theodora Clear 9 Months



